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Sesstonal commitlees: appointinent of —Lhaivman of
Committees : apporiuient of — Addvess-in-Reply
presentation gf —Adjowrnment.

Tre PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir (. Shenton)
took the chair at 12.30 o’clock p.m.

SESSIONAL COMMITTEES,

On the motion of the hon. the MINISTER
For MINES the usual Sessional Committeea
were appointed,

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES—APFOINT-
MENT OF.

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hen. E. H.
Wittenoom): I move, “ That during the
present gession the hon. the President do dis-
charge the duties of Chairman of Committees.”
In making this motion I feel sure that all
hon, members will be pleased if you, Sir, will
bo pleased to acquiesce in the request. It is
needless for me to point out the satisfactory
manner in which yon had carried out the
duties in the past, and the impartiality with
which you had enforced your decisions, and
I am sure if you will only consent to agnin filt
the position you will give the greatest plea-
sure to the House.

Tee PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G.Shenton) :
I shall have much pleasurs in again fulfilling
the dutics of Chairman of Committees duving
the present session, and I thank the hon.
member for the reference he bas mado te the
manner in which T have performed my duties
in the past.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION OF.

Hon. members then repaired to Government
House to present the Address-in-Reply.

On returning,

Tue PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton)
announced that His Excellency the Adminis-
trator had made the following reply.—

Me. PrEsIDENT AND HONOUBABLE GENTLEMEN
OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,—

I thank you for your Address-in-Reply to
my opening Speech, and for the assurance of
your desire to deal with all questions thut
come Lefore you in such a manner as may be

Government House, Perth, June 27th, 1895,

ADJOURNMENT,

The Conneil at I o’clock p.m. adjourned
until Tuesday, 9th July, at 4-30 o’clock p.w,

¥ egislutite Qssembly,

Thursday, 27th June, 1895.

Salary and 4llowances of Future Governors— (ustoms
Duties Repeal il ; first veading—Address-in-
Reply : adjourned débate—Standard Lime Bill ;
second  veading—Export Duties Repeal Bl ;
sceond reading ; in committee—ddjournment.

Tur SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30 p.m.
Pravers.

SALARY AND ALLOWANCES OF FUTURE
GOVERNORS.
Mg. RANDELL, in accordance with notice,
asked the Prepner :—

1. Whether any authentic information has
been received by the Govermment, by cable-
grom or otherwise, of the reported resignation
of Sir W, C. ¥. Robinson,

2, Whether, if such information has been re-
ceived, the Secretary of State has been in.
formed by the Government that the salary and
allowances of any future Governor will be
subject to such reductions and stipulations as
Parlizament may approve of.

3. Whether the Government intend to make
noy proposals to Parlinment with a view to
regulating the salary and allowances of any
future Governor, so as to be more in nccord
with the practice which obtains, or is proposed,
in the other Australian Colonies.

Tue PREMIER (Hou. Sir J. Forrest)
replied—

1. No; but o despatch had been received
from the Secretury of State for the Colonies
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informing the Government that His Excel-
lency the Governor had been graoted an 2x-
tension of leave till August 16th.

2. A copy of the rcgulations laid on the
table the previous evening had been sent to
the Secretary of State.

3. Only so far as the regulations laid on the
table affected the question.

CUSTOMS DUTIES REPEAL BILL,
Introduced by the Premizr (Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), and read a first time.
Ordered, that the Bill be printed, and the
second reading made an order of the day for
Monday next,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
ADJOURN <D DEDATE,

The adjourned debate, on the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-Reply to His Excel-
lency tbe Administrator’s Specch, was re-
aumed.

Mg. HASSELL: In rising to continue this
debate, I have to congratulate the Government
on the safisfactory state of the finances of the
country, and also on the successful floating of
a portion of the last loan. Paragraph 5 refers
to the numerous public works anthorised by
Parliament, and now progressing. I wish to
suy o few words about the new posi office ot
Albany, the stone for which has been obtained
from outside the colony ; and I wish to state
that stone, quile as goodas that imported for
the work, conld have been obtained close to
Albany, at aless cost. Paragraph 8 refera to
the establishing of a fortnightly steam service
hetween Albany, Esperance Bay and other
parts of the South coast. Iamsorry tofind, how-
aver, that therc is no mention in the Speech ofa
railway to bemnde between Esperance Bay and
the Dundas poldfield. I had hoped that the
Government, with their large surplus this year
would have been able to undertake the con-
struction of that railway, Referring to the
continuance of the Fremantle harbour works,
it will of course be taken as u rule that mem-
bers represeuting conatituencies so far to the
south and castwurd, are supposed to be oppos-
ed to the spending of larpe sums on harbour
works at Fremaotle; and I must say that, in
my opinion, harbour works there are likely to
be a financial drain on the colony for a very
long time, and of very little benefit when com-
pleted.  Ae to the proposed establishment of a
Mint in this colony, 1 am not ut all in favour
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of it, for I think the colony cannot stand the
expense of about £10,000 a year, which we are
led to helieve will be the probable cost of main-
taining it, merely for the gratification of being
able to coin gold in the colony. We have
heard a great deal about the proposed removal
of the railway workshops trom Fremnntle, but
my opinion is that the time has come for their
removal to a more suitable site; and, as far as
I can learn, there is mo other siteso suitable an
that at the Midland Junction, where the
Government have purchased 260 acres of land.
It is a very good site indeed, and I shali give
the Government my hearty support on this
question, and hope they will be able to carry
their motion. Other subjects ure mentioned in
the Speech, but I shall have opportunities of
speaking upon several of them when they come
before us in another form. In comclusion, I
must again congratulate the Government on
the state of the country, and the position of the
finances, although it is perhaps not altogether
due to the Government that the colony is in
its present position.

Mg, MOSS: In common with other hon.
members, I congratulate the Government on
the very magnificient pesition in which we
find the finances of the colony. The Govern-
ment areno doubt entitled to a certain amount
of credit, but the great factor which has led
to the colony heing in this position is the
magnificient developments that have taken
place in the eastern portions of the colony,and
the consequent increase in the population ecow-
ing to these shores during the last two or
three years. I am glud, however, that the
Government have come down to the House
with some definite proposals ns to what they
intend to do with the surplus revenue for the
carrent year, and I am particularly glad that
this excess of income over expenditure is not
to be used for the pmrpose of cresting large
annual charges om the Government of the
country, but that they intend to apply the
surplus to the construction of reproductive
works. T hope that when these proposals do
come before us, they will not include such a
scheme .ns the hon. wember for Plantagenet
has just Dbeen advecating—a railway from
Esperance Bay to Dundas. I think the sur-
plus should be devoted to the construetion «f
reproductive works, and it is to be hoped we
shall not be asked to sanckion any political
railway such as the hon. member hassnggested
for his districk. I am pleased to think the
Government recogpise the importance of the
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mining industry, seeing that o specinl para-
graph in the Speech is devoted to it; and
thnt they propase to spend money in testing
for artesian water cn the Eastern goldfields.
It seems to me a matter of the greatest im-
portancethat the possibility of tapping artesian
water in those inland districts should be set at
rest, and if the experiment costs the country
£10,000 or £20,000 the money will not have
been ill spent, and the colony way
derive from it a great benefit indeed. My
opinion is that, although contrary to the
theories and opinions of experts, artesian
water will be found, if the Govern-
ment test the ground to a sufficient depth,
Therefere on any proposal the Government
may bring forward for prosecuting worksof this
importance, Ishall feel it my duty, as it will ke
my pleasure, to give them my support at all
times. I nan pleased also to think that a part
of the Government policy is to further prose-
cute the construction of harbour works at Fre-
mantle with special energy, nad that they see
the necessity of purchasing additional dredges
for prozecuting those works at o greater speed
than hitherto. I am particularly pleased to
see the Goverminent have thought fit to put in
hand at once the construction of a dry dock,
which is of greatimportance, not only to the
town of Fremantle, but to tne colony at large.
1t ie a fact that there is no dock fur taking in
vessels at any point between Port Adelaide
and Singapoere, and I think this dock at Fre-
mant!e will be found to be a reproductive work,
on which ground hon. members will, T hope,
give the proposal their hearty support, when
it comes before us. In comwmon with the
member for Albany, I shall reserve to myself
the right, whentl e question of u Railway tothe
Collie conlfield is submitted to ns, to exercise
my vete upon it. It is the duty of the Govern-
ment to provide for us facts and figures for
demonstrating, if they can, beyond a shadow
of doubt, that coal exists in payable quantity
in that district; it ia also their duty to do
what they cun for developing the coal-wmining
industry in that district ; but until the fact is
clearly proved thut there is & poyuble seam of
conl there, the Government will not be justified
in asking the House to allocate any money for
constructing a railway to the Collie. I would
not have risen on the present occasion to
comment on the Speech of the Administrator,
were it not for one portion which interferes
very directly with the constituency which I
represent, and which interference will, to my
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mind, work a great amount of evil, and cost
this colony a considerable amonnt of money in
the long run. I refer tothe proposal of the
Government for the removal of the railway
workshope from Fremantlo to a site at the
Midland Junction. T say the Governinent, in
waking a propesal of this kind, are acting in
the very worst interests of the colony, and in
such a manner that an annoal cost to the
colony will be entailed which,if the workehops
were kept near to the seaboard, in the
vicinity of Fremantle, would not be
enfailed. I hope hon, mewmbers will bear
with me while I point cut the basis on which
the Government ground their propesal, That
proposal to remove the workshops from Fre-
mantle to the Midland Junction is based
practically on the opinion of the Engincer-in-
Chief of this colony, and on the report of Mr.
Allison Swmith, of Victorn, furnished in 1802,
Thut opinivn of Mr. Allison Swith, I venture
to say, iz one which the Govermment are not
juetified in acting upon, for he hus proved
hiself in Victorin to have been the npostle of
extravagance and incompetence, and he has
been driven from the Government service in
Victoria. Yet it seems the Government here
nre goieg to commit this colony to an ex-.
renditure of wmany thousands of pounds, for
the purpose of carrying out the recommenda.
tion made lyy Mr. Allison Swith in hia report
of 1892. In that report he appended o cowmn-
purative anslysis showing the large cost ab
which these Government railways were then
being worked, as compared with the per-
centage of working cost in other colonies, and
particalarly in New Zenlund, and he attribut-
ed the higher percentage of cost in this col-
ony to the position in which these workshops
were situated. Tt may be pecdless for wme to
point out to this House the absurdity of that
comparison, for what ia the use of a compari-
son such as that drawan in his report, unless
he is nble to show that the colony in respect
to which the compariaon ie made does really
stand on a footing siwilar to that of Western
Ausiralia ? He made the comparison par-
ticularly in reference to New Zealand and the
rnilway eystems there ; but is such a com.
purison of apy valuc when we are all aware
that the popwlation of New Zealand was about
three-quarters of a million, when he made that
report, and the population of this colony wus
then only about 55,0007 Is it to be wondered
at, therefore, that the comparison he made did
then bewr very unfavourally against this
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colony, in the comparative working cost of our
railwaya ? Mr. Allison Swith asked the people
of this colony to accept it 28 an argument in
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" the two together ot something like £15,000 a year,

his rveport for the purpose of showing why '

these workshops should be remsoved frem Fre.
His report also asks us to look at the *

wantle,
workshops at Newport, near Melbourne, con-
structed under his supervvision. It seetus tome
that the period of time which has elnpsed since
the date of hisreport, July, 1892, must have
convinced the mnost ardent supporters of Mr.
Allison 8Smith’s scheme of removal that the
statements made in that report have proved
themselves, by the results since attained, to
he absolutely valuelesa ae a basis for the pro-
posed action of the Governwment in this colony
at the present time. The experience of two or
three yoars has proved that the Viectorvian
railway workshops st Newport have been the
most expensively coostructed and the most
extrovagantly managed m the colonies ; so
that Myr. Allison Smith has lately heen
thrown out of the position he formerly occupied
there ; the result of investigntion baving shown
that he had been extravagant in every way
and wag also an incompetent man for the
position.  One of his great arguments, in the
report he prepared for this colony, wes that by
removing the workshops to the Midland
Juaoction the Government might expect to
receive the greater portion of the repairing
works required by the Midland Railway Com-
any. Butisitlikely thatthe Midland Company,
with their expensive repairing shops, arc going
to send their repairs to the Government work-
zhops ? If seems to me the Government are
going on a very bad basis if thay rely on that
expectation, which will not stand the test of
examination, Can I refer to anything better
than the remarks of the hon. the Premier, in
speakirg onthe motion of the hon. member
for A'brey, last session? The Premier then
said —

- | ami not one_of these whe believe—aud I do
not care if fifty engineers heard me say so—that
there is auy very great loss entailed, as yet, incon-
nection with these workshops, so far as the nain-
tenance of rolling stock and the working of our rail-
ways are concerned. I do not see where it can
come i, The shops muay not be so convenient as
we would like them lo be: but how with proper
management, they should entail an iinmense loss
on the country I cannot see. I can understand an
immense loss arising from the heavy grades on our
Eastern Railway ; which no doubt knock the engines
about o good deal ; but that is being rectified, [ am
glad to say. T think Mr. Allison Smith did wot

separate the loss arising through these heavy grades
from the loss arising through the want of Farilities

but I should like to know how much was attribut-
able to each, I am vonvinced, myself, that the
greater amount of it was from those terrible grades.
I am of opinion that the site at Guildferd iss very
excellent oue in many respects ; but ithus one disad-
vantuge, to my mind, being o considerable distance
from n port, beeausc it stands to reason that, for
workshops such as these, requiring so much conl
and iron and other materis), which have to be im-
ported, it is more couvenient to buve them near a
Port than tar away. Iam nobt so sure there is
no site pearer Fremantle than Guildford, but
I am quite sure there is not so good o
sitc ; and you will have to place the dis-
advantage of being further away as agaiust the
advaniage of having o better siteand a larger area,” .
Those were the views of the Premier, in which
he told the House he does mot cure for the
opinion of fifiy engineers, that he does not be-
lieve a1l that Mr. Allison Smith alleges in at-
tributing the loss on the railways in any way
to the position of these wo:kshops—the Pre-
mier does nnt believe that s reully the reason
at all. It is a forbunate thing that some time
has clapsed since that report was printed, for
we now find thal instend of the ruilway being
worked at u terrible loss, they arc Leing run ut
a great profit to the country. We have heard
from the Administratoy’s speech that not only
do the Government railwuys pay the cost of
working, but they also provide interest on the
cost of construction. Yet the workshops ave
etill at ¥remantle, and the fact that the stote-
ments wadein that report have been disproved
by cxperience duving the last two or three
years, is apother argument [ put forward
ugainst the removal of the workehops. Ido
pus it to hon, members that when the Govern-
ment say they are being induced by their pro-
fessional advisers to remove the workshops, the
opinion of the profeasional adviser I am now
referring to in particular, is of very little value
indeed. - o many innceuracics are apparventin
Mr. Allison Smith's report, for which the
Government paid so dearly, thoat T hardly need
to refer to them in detail, after the Light
thrown upon them Ly the lapse of time. When
o deputation from Fremantle waited on the
Premier recently, he made a promise that
no expenditure should be incurred on account
of the removal to the Midland Junction, until
the voice of Parlinment could be hewrd on the
question. Bulb I am sorry to say the answer.
since given by the Director of Public Works is
entirely unsatisfactory, from my point of view,
for it seews to me the promise given by the
Premier has not been carried out. ‘The nction
of the Government, in letsing & contract for

" ut the workshops. 1 believe he placed the loss from | the construetion of a dam at the Midiand
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Junction, has been thoroughly wiisleading to
the people of Fremantle. ‘The Director of
Public Works tells us the dam is being con-
structed for the purpose of supplying water

required for railway purposes, yet it is o -

singular coincidence that the dam has been
constructed on a piece of land abutting on
that which the Government propose to use as
a site for theso workshops. It is verysingular
that the Government, if they desired to con-
struct & work of that kind, did not construct
it near a railway station-—say the Guildford
station.

Tue Premiee: It ia close fo the Midland
Station.

Me, MOSS: I sghould have thought the
Government, if they intended to put it near a
station, would have put it near their own
station, at Guildford. The Government must
have a great desire to do Mr. Allison 8mith a
good turm, I have no doubt that pro-
bably his friendship for the Engineer-
in-Chief did induce the Government, throngh
Mr. O'Conpor’s recowmendation, to make
a report on the workshops; but it is
significant that Mr. Allison Smith, as a
stranger vigiting this colony at the time,
should have hit on that particular piece of
land at the Midland Junetion, and hit on it
accidentally. It doesseem tome, however, that
Mr, Allizon Smith was brought here for a very
evident purpose, and that the repoxt he pre-
sented on that point looks very like a cut-and-
dried arrangement. ‘lhe Government have
tried to shelter themselves behind the recom-
mendation of a Commission, which was ap-
pointed on the subject of the workshops,
but the recommendntion of that Commission
is not worth much, when it appears thai, of
the five members composing it, three reported
in favor of removal to the Midland Juanction,
and the other two prepured a very able minor-
ity report dissenting from the other
report in every way. The Premier has
hiwself used the strongest argument we
have to bLring forward, namely the
enormous cost in the haulage and cartuge of
material neceasary for carrying on the work-
shops 23 miles away from a port. [ now usk
the Premier, does be go back on the
statements made in his speech of Iast
session ? I ask him, in view of the fact that
the railways have been paying the working
cost and the interest on capital, what is the
value pow of ihe statements made in Mr.
Allison Smiib’s repert? 'These workshops
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arg, no doubt, not in the best position—I
admit that at once, and my celleagues in the
representation of Fremantle are alao perfectly
agreed $hat it is undesirable to keep the work-
shops where they stand ; bub it is idle to say
thire is no spot suitable for the purpose
neaver to Fremantle, than au site 23 miles
away, at the Midland Junction. If the
Government do say that, and ingist upon it,
then I say they are acting contrary to the
opinion of the most eminent engineers in Aus-
tralin. In New South Wales the railway
terminus and workshops are close to the har.
bour; in Vietoria alao they are near the ter-
minus and port ; in South Australia, which is
an excepiion, and not a good one, the work-
shops are eituated some seven miles from the
coast. It is beginning to be realised that a
great mistalie has been made in having those
workshops so far. from a port, ard no doubt
before long an effort will be made to bring the
workshops back to the coast. However, I do
ot think this colony can ask for a better
precedent than that of New South Wales,
for there, ufter much controversy, the
opinion of the most eminent ecngineers
was obtained, and & Commission was ap-
pointed to obtain evidence as to the best
gite, the resnlt being that, although expen-
sive workshops had Leen built at a distance
from the coast, n new site was purchased close
to Sydney, at n cost of £100,000, and large
new workshops were crected there. Yet, math
that precedent to guide them, the Government
of this colony propose to commit this most
terrible blunder of removing the workshops
from the Port of Fremantle to a sitc 23 miles
inland. We huve heard of the Government
guarantecing the bonds of the Midland Rail-
way Company, and ossisting them in other
ways to get over dificulties ; but we konew the
cost in that case, whereas in this proposed
removal of the workshops to the Midland
Junction, we do not know what the cost will
be, becnuse it will be » conlinuing annual
charge on the cotony. I the Goverument do
come down with such a proposal as they have
made in the Administrator’s Speech, I cannot
give my sanction 1o it, either as 0 member for
Fremuntle or us a representative sent here to
look after the best interests of the colony. I
would not sland here, speaking at this length
on behalf of my conatituents, if I thought
this was a purely local matter; but in
dealing with the workshops’ question, T
consider we are dealing with o large
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and national matter, and I have deemed
it my duty to point ont to this House
the absurdity of relying on statements
wade 1 the report of Mr. Allison Smith.
The Government were very anxious to get the
report of this gentleman, and they presented
him with p fee of fifty gnineas for eight days’
work, or at the most ten ; and, in view of the
absurdities which are now manifest in that
report, I venture to say the Government frit-
tored away fifty guineas for services which, as
oue hon. wember remarked, were worth hardly
fitty hillings. It was not my intention to
have preceded the member for Fremontle (Mr.
Maemion), on this subject ; but I asked him
to-day whether he intended to speak in this
debate, and he said he was not certain whether
he would do so or mnot. Therefore I
have deemed it my duty to inke the
earliest opportunity of expressing my
diegent from the portion of tho Adminia.
trator's Speech, which refera to the removal of
the railways workshops from Fremantle. Not
that it is a muntter of purely local concern,
for T am strongly of opinion it is a matter
affecting the finances of the colony,and a very
serious mutter indeed. In conclusion, I pra-
sumo that, as the Government werely intend
to recommend this matter, they will during
the session probably bring it before the
House in the shape of an application
for & specific nllocation of momeys for
the ercction of wmew ratlway work-
shops at the Midland Junction. I give the
Government potice that I shall use every
effort for the purpose of fighting and resisting
them in obtaining an allocation of moneys for
the purpose. I hope that, in the meantiwe,
the money will not be spent, and the approval
of the Housc sought afterwards.

Mz, WOOD : The Speech of Hig Excellency
the Administrator must be acceptable to this
Hounse as very satisfactory; and it is arecord
of the great developments in the general
revenue, in the railway revenue, and in the
gold bearing resources of this eountry. Every-
thing in the colony at present scems to be
booming. [, personally, am quite satisfied to
leave the management of this colony’s affairs

in the hoande of the present Administration,

because I think the Ministers have done their
work well in the pasf, and there is no reason
why they shonld not do it well in the future.
Sowe hon, members have criticised the Speech
as a progress report.  Even if it is a progress
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roport, it is a splendid record and o splendid
report.

Mg, GeorAE: Where ie the balance-sheet?

Mgz. WOOD : The halance-sheet, J reckon,
will be produced when the Premier makes his
Budget Speech. The making of the Gov-
crnor’s Speech is not an cceasion for giving a
financiul slntement. The finances of the
colony are in a splendid position—better than
at any time sinec the colony wns founded in
1829. 'l'he surplus is a good oue, and T think
it may be well experded on rouds, bridges
and other useful works, cither for connesting
the producing districts with the centres of
population, or to facilitate the agricultural
traffic in feeding the railways. The Speech
refers to Federation, but [ think Federation is
a question of the very distant future, The
powers of the Federal Council might, in the
meantime, e extended, and every yeur ad-
ditional subjects might be dealt with hy that
body, so that it might gradually tuke a firm
hold of the colonies, und prepare the people
for Federation. As to the Collie coal and the
proposed railway, our recent visit to that field
was most satisfactory. We saw n lzrge body
of coal, and, as to the quaatity, it is a saying
in mining thai the cleverest experts cannot
tell what there may be beyond the end
of the miner's pick. 8o we must take
for granted that the coal is there in quan-
tity, as estimated in the reports of experts.
I am quite satisfied to believe there is a very
large body of coal there, There is only the
question of quality, not of quantity ; also the
question whether the price at which it ean be
delivered to consumers will compare favour.
ably with that of imported cosl. As regards
boring for artesian water, I am glad to find
the Government intend to set that question at
rest once and for ever. Experts and geolo-
gists say artesian water cannot be found in
that granite country, That may be so; but
there is o feeling among our people that a
thorough test for artesian water ought to be
made on the Eastern goldfields, and I am eer-
tain the people of this colony will not be-
grudge the spending of a large sum in
making a thorough test. As to the purchase
of the rights of the West Australian Timber
Company, I think the Government huve made
a eplendid bargain in getting rid of that con-
cession for about £3,000, It has been a bug-
hear to this colony for years, and if there had
been any lif2 in the company, we wight have
hed all our town lote at Coolgardie taken up
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by them. Tt is satisfactory to know the
Agricultural Bauk is going on all right. I
think that is one of the best pieces of legisla-
tion ever denlt with by this House, and, having
given my warmest support to it, T shall
ulso support any extensions of the Bank's
opernations that may become necessary in the
future. The Stock route from the North I
regard as mest important, and [ would like to
have had more informution on the progress of
that work. T know that arrangements have
been wade for pushing on the work. I hope
also that proper necommodation for shipping
stock wiil be made along the coast from Derby
to Carnarvon, so that we may get rid of the
necessity of having to import any stock for feed-
ing our population. 'The Fremantle harbour
works are always n plensing subject to me,
and, ns far as I ean understand, the work there
i n euccession of snccesses, and is Leing done
a long way below the estimated cost. I look
on that great work as a splendid legncy which
we may leave to posterity, nnd o lasting monu-
ment of the energy and foresight of the present
Government, and of the Engineer-in-Chief.
The new legislation promised in the Speech
seewa rather seanty ; but althoughn this bill of
fare does not seem a large amount for the
segsion, yet the record of last yenr’s debates
will show that, with the other mattera thatare
likely to come before usin ordinary course,
the time of the session will doubtless be fully
occupicd. As to the Ecclesiastical Grant, Ishall
be in faver of dealing very liberally with the
churches, and, in reference to the fear ex-
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pressed by the hon. wmember for Northam, I ¢

hope the Government do not intend to propose
a niggardly arrangement. Whether the sum
is to be paid in one or two instaliments, T
ghould prefer that o good round swm be given,
g0 that the churches, which have been doing
a lot of good work with their small means,
over thousands of miles, may receive a good
sum which they can invest, and so provide a

permanent income for careying on their work

in the futore. The Tariff Bill, read a first
time fo-day, raises o big subject for .his
House to deal with, and probably neither the
Govermwent nor hon. members can foresee

the present tariff are at euch o high rate that
the cost presses heavily on the poorer classes.
Relief should be given especially on tea, sugar,
kerosene, and such articles of every day con-

sumption; and [ feel sure these will be dealt
with. As to the complaints of the high cost
of living, I think that, excepting meat, fruit,
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and vegetables, every other article in general
nse is Jower in cost now, as the result of com-
petition and railway fncilities, than ntany period
since I have had to do withbusiness. By taking
the duties off necessaryarticles which we can.
not produce, the people will be better able to
live in fair comfort. Coming to the question
of the railway workshops, I am entirely opposed
to their removal from Fremantle, It wounld
huve been better if the Govermment bhad allow-
ed this question to be brought before the
House on the otion of a private member.
As 10 a pew site, there muoat be better places
between Perth and Fremantle than the one
chosen at the Midland Junction, If the work-
ghops are removed ao far from the port, T pro-
phesy that they will have to be removed back
to their port within ten years. Beaides, there
is the question of the rights of the pecple of
Fremantle. These workshops were promised
to the people of Fremantle years ago, in ex-
change for the land on which the Fremantio
railway station was erected ; and if the pro-
mises of a Government cannot be depended
on, I do not know where we are to look for
security of tenure. It is gratifying to me, as
member for West Perth, to ses that the
Goverpment, intend to undertake the survey of
the city with regard to sanitation, That
has been urged on the Government ses-
gion after session by the hon. member for
the Greencugh (Mr. Traylen). T was glad to
suppert him last year, and I am glad now
to know fhat the Govermment have
really awakened to their reaponsibilities
in the matter. It is a work heyond the
resources of the City Council, and Tam glad to
see the Governwent have tackled it, and hope
also they will go through with it, and give us
aclenn and healthy city. That should be the
desiro of every man who octupies any public
position in the colony. Iam sure cvery house-
holder in Perth will cheerfully pay the
extra vtates; for if they do not pay in
thet form they mway have to pay
in doctors’ billa. Referring to the complaint
made by the hon. member for the Williams, as
t0 the large amounts of compensation for

~ lands taken at the Vasse and elsewhere for
how it will end. Muany necessary articles in -

railway purposes, I think the Government
have themselves to blame for the very high
prices they huve had to pay. They have, in

. the first instance, offered a price ridienlously

!

low for a piete of land taken, instead of offer-
ing the market price according to what such
land has been sold for in the neighborhood.
The owner will not accept the price offered,
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being rvidiculously lew, and the uestion
goea to arbitration. We all know what
nrbitration menns when the claim is
agninst the Government. It meana that
if arbitrators ean give to a privale
owner a little move, they will doso. I hope
that, in the fnture, the Government will be
more discreet in the originn) price they offer
for land taken for vailway pwrposes. I trust
we shall get through our work of the cession
as well as we did last session, and not be quite
so long over it. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the grent snceess of the past year;
nnd if, ne the hon. member for Albany eaid,
they have only carried out the vsishes of this
House, then the House onght to be perfectly
snfisfied so long as those wishes have been
carried out well,

Mr. LOTON: At this somewhat late
stage of the debate I do not propose to
inflict many vemarks upon hon. members.
In the Speech sulmiited to ms, however,
there is u elight inceeurncy. I helieve this
Pacliament was culled together and assembled
on the 4th of June, und I notice in the
proceedings as reported upon that occusion
that the hon. member, the hend of the Govern.
ment, moved that the House at ita rising ad-
journ to n zertain day. The House did adjourn
on the 4th of June until the 25th of june.
When we did meek on the 25th of June I
notice thut the print of the Speech delivered
hy His Excellency stotes thai the Speech
wns delivered on the occasion of the open-
ing of the second session of the second Parlin-
mert on the 25th day of June; but it
scews to me Hia Excellency could scarcely
haveopened the second session on the 25th
of June, when it was really opencd on the 4th.
The words are—* Speech of His Kxcelleney
Sir Alexander Onslow, Kt., Administrator on
the opening of the second session of the second
Parlicment, on the 25th day of June, 1895.”
I smbmit that the opening of the gsecond session
of the second Parlinment did not take place
on that date, bat that Parliament had been
opencd already on the 4bh of June, and that it
wis adjourned ontil the 25th of June, on the
Premier’s own motion. In the firat and second
paragraphs of the Speech we are congratulated
upon the progress and advancement of the
colony, and also npon the fact that the finances
of the culony ure in a thoroughly satisfactory
condition, and thatthe revenue for the year will
considerably exceed the estimate. 'These
points ought to be a source of pleasure to
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every honorable wember, though some
honorable members may be inclined to
say, if a Treasurcr is not oble to esti-

mate his revenne withio a hundred thousand
or two hundred thousand pourds for the year,
he iz not much of o financinl aunthority, I
am not, however, inclined to take that view
myself, because I think during the past year
or two it has been quite an epen question and &
difficult one too for any hon. menbar, oceupy-
ing that position, to closely cstimute what the
revenue for & coming year might be. Tt was
however, pointed out during the last session—
I think on this side of the House—that the
revenue would most hkely far exceed the esti-
mwate. Il now appears that that has been the
case. With regard to the progress of the
colony and the statement that everything is
satisfuctory, or na the hon. member for West
Perth put it just now, that everything is boom-
ing, I ghonld Le glad if I conld follow him in
thoze words, that everything is hoeming, but
I regret to say I cannot, and even the Govern-
ment, although they are pretty sangnine, have
taken notiee of the fact that in one particular
direction there is n dark spot. What is the
couse of the finances being in such a satis-
factory condition and the revenue increasing
as it has done so extenordinarily during the
Inst six or nine months ? We can easily point
to the canse. Tt is the abtraction of our
gold mines. These have attracted a very con-
smderable increase of population to our shorves,
and this increase hus led to a large import-
ation of food, und other things for supplying
the needs of this inireased popuiation, which
again has been affected by the tremendously
high tariff at our Customs House, That isone
direction in which to look to for the cause of
thiz particular increase; nmd the other is
the incrense of receipts from our railways.
In this last direction [ am very glad indeed
to have it stated on this occasion that the
railways are not only paying working ex-
penses, but are also paying interest on the cost
of construction. But in what way has this ex-
traordinary revenue from ruilways been made
up ? Mainly thrvough the special extra rates
charged on matecials being sent to our gold-
fields and the extrn teatfic in that direction.
That ja the main source of the increased
revenuc in conneetion with the railways, and [
think those hon. members who supported the
policy of an extra high tariff for the transport
of goode to the goldfields, ought now to ba
satisfied with a policy of that kind, secing that
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the Southern Cross line is purely and simply a
goldfields railway; but the question is how long
is Parliament to contiane a policy of that des-
cription. There wnas an agitation for the
lowering of rates, and there will he further
agilation ; at the same time, although
we all helieve our goldfields ave rich nnd
lasting, we cannot look upon these railwnys
in the same way as we Jook upon the ruil-
ways 6o the settled portioma of owr aygwri-
cultural and pastoral lande. There is, to a
certain extent, an cnd sooner or later to rich
goldficlds.

My, Forrest: I hope it will never come in
my time.

Mr. LOTON : We all hope that, but [ am
holding out a warning to hon. members to
stand by a railway tacilf revision policy, so
that we may not have an extra cncumbrance
in that direction. I notice there hus been
a proposal to deal with the surplus by ex-
pending it upon reproductive works. I trust
the money will be expended npon reproductive
works, and that we shall not put too much of
it into bricks and mortar, or stone and con-
crete. [t is necessary and right that reason-
able accommeodation shuuld be provided at
ontside townships, and other places for the
accommeodation of the people who bhuve to do
official work in conmnection with the Govern-
wment service. [do not say these buildings
should be too temporary ; let them be suff-
ciently sound. But we c.nnot at present afiord
to go in for tco much ornamentaticn. We
want more money expended on roads aud
bridges as feeders to the railway lines we
bhave nlveady constructed. It is in this d rec-
tion that not only will the settlement of the
colony be assisted, but encouragement will be
given to other people lo settle on the so1l, and
it is only by permanent, though perhaps it
may nob be very hasty, settlement anddevelop-
ment of the soil and the industries connected
with the s0il, that this colony cun pexr-
manently progress. I nctice, alse, in connec-
tion with this large increase in revenue, that
it is proposed to a certain extent to relicve
the taxpayer through the Custom House. A

little Bill on that subject has been submitted

to us this afternoon, contoining some twenty
items. 1 was poing to suggest, but I see they
are in the Bill, that such articles as fencing
materials, which are used not only in the
agricultural distriets, but in pastoral districts
alan, should be struck off and nppear in the
free list, Also that woolgmks and sacks and
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other articles of that deseription ghould he on
the free list. Tt may be said ol what assist-
ance will these paltry things he ¥ We kmow
perfectly well that even the smallest obstruc-
tion in a runming stream will furn the flow
of the water, and when an industry is being
worked at a loss even a smmll agsistance in
varions divections will tlend fo turn thuat losa
into a profit. I shonldliketo see in conneclion
with the tariff revision, onc, il not {wo of the
schedules struck off entirely. I think it is
time this colony nttempted to come somewhat
nuarer the prineiples of Frectende, for we may
depeud upon it that whatlever we wont tv use
or ¢consume, that we cannot produce ouzselves,
the less woney we have to pay cutside the
more money we shall have inside, to develop
the industries we nre engaged in, and I sub-
mit, the nearer we can get to Freetrade prin-
ciples the better. For those reasons I trust
that beforn this sessivn is ended, we sghall seon
cousiderable further reduction in the Customns
duties of this colony. The tariff is extremely
high, and there is no necessity for it to
be so when the population ia increasing
gsv very much, and the consumption of
articles incrensing nccordingly. At the same
time we are going on fairly freely in bor-
rowing money and spending it om public
works. It is necessary, of course, that we
should provide a revenue to meet the expendi-
ture of the Government Departments, but still
we should endeavour to see that thiscolony is
governed at less cost than it is at the present
time, and Lhope that, withtheimproved internai
gommunication we now have, the Government
will see ils way clear to carry on the business
of the country without much extra cost, und in
some instances at a decrensed cost. In connec-
tion with the reduction of the tariff and the
gtute of the finances, I would like to draw at-
tention to paragraph 22,whichrefers tothelow
priccs of many of the prodncts of this colony,
and particularly to the low price of the staple
products of the colony and of Australin, To
the north of Champion Bay we have an im-
mense pastoral territory. It is not fit for
much else besides pastoral purposes, but it is
an immense ares, capable of raising stock for a
very large population. At present however,
that industry is being carried on, and has been
carried on for some years past, at a con-
siderable loss to the people engaged in it,
who, after working and slaving, arcin a worse
position now than they were 15 or 20 years ago,
not from want of intelligence industry, or
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economy, in many instances, but simply
through the decline in the price of products.
Some years ago we had a severe drought fol-
lowed by an extensive flood, and that again
was followed by o series of droughts, ard in
this unfortunate position a number of these
settlers ure still struggling., Some years ngo
the residents in the Southern portion of the
colony used to allude to the North-West as
their outlet for trade nnd their inlet for pro-
ducts. It was then the bright spot in the
colony, the pastoral and the pearling industries
of the North-West were prosperous ; but what
is the condition of the North-West now ? 1t
is ina very pitiful condition, and it is our
bounden duby to stvain every effort to do what
we can to heip those sbruggling people.

Mgr. ForrREST: Reduce their rents.

Me. LOTON : Well, veducein every direction
you can. Increase the iacilities, the stock
routes and wafer supply. Make improvemeonts
in the ports for shipping, both for steck out-
ward and for taking goods iuwards.. It isin
these dircctions that we must endeavour to en-
‘courage these people to still go on struggling
and trying to overcoma the difficulties they
huve had to contend against for years. [am
one of those who, when difficnlties appear in
the way, do not like to shirk them, but would
rather endeavour to ight and get rid ot them,
and that is what we must try and do with the
difficulties in the North-West. Iam glad to see
that the establishment of the Agricultural
Bank is attracting attention and business, and
that the Government are fully satisfied of its
ulthmate usefulness. [n connection with
this, I have given notice for = return,
becanse I want some information which will
show the progress of the Bank up o
the present time. [ have asked for
the particulars, simply because I want the
information, and T have no desire to work
sgainst the interests of the Bank itself. [
trust it will be a success wm every way. I
notice the hon. wmembers who moved and
seconded the Address-in-Reply, have not found
1t working to their satisfaction. I do not
know the reason for that ; whether it is that
the money is too tightly tied up; or whether
it is they have not beem able to handle it
freely either for themselves or the people they
are connected with. Ifitis possible to clear
away any of the difficulties that have been
zlluded to, I trust they will be cleared away,
and tha' the money which is available for the
purpose, from whatever source it is taken, so
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long a8 it is safuly and judiciously invested
will headvanced at asa low rate of intereat as
possible, and thus set an example tothe finan-
cial institutions of the eolony. The hon, member
for West Kimberley referred to the establish-
ment of a branch of the Royal Mint, and his
words were that it wag the most important
subject alladed to in the Speech. The hon.
gentlewan went on to show that the Banks
ave making a little fortmne cubt of the gold
they are exporting. I rather felt that the hon.
member would like to have a share in the
plunder. With his immense amount of finan-
cial ability, he does mot like to see a small
percentage like that pessing his hands. He
controls the meat inarket, I believe, and it has
been said, although the Preu.ier runs the
Government, the hon. member for West Kim-
berley controls the Premier; so that the
hon. member for West Kimberley at the
present  {ime comtrols Western Australin.
I am very glad the hon. member has s0
much ability ; and he makes very good
use of it, DBut this 2s, 6d. an ounce charged
by the Banks on the gold exported through
them is o sore enbjeet to him ; and, although
he has such an immense amount of powerin
other directions, it appears he has to draw the
line at the Banks. I think the figures quoted
by the hon. member wera not exactly so full
as they might have been. He made the charges
in connection with the sending away of gold
amount to about 9d. an ounce actually,
as compared with 2s. 6d. charged by the
Banks. I believe the charge from Cue and
Mount Magnet, made by the Bunks does
smount to 2s. 6d. an ounce. But the Banks
have ro pay, out of that charge, 3d. en ounce for
escort, and 3d. for cartage to Geraldton, Every
person cannot ach as o gold escort on his own
necount ; and, if the hon. member did escort a
parcel of gold on one occasionas he says, he
should have included the cost of his travelling
expensss in the figures he gave wa. At all
events those two charges I have mentioned
amount to 6d. There iz also the freight
charge of 244, and, in addition to that, there
isinsurance—about another 2d. making, in all,
105d. Then thereis the Mint charge—another
2d, making the total charges 1s. 04d. by the
time the gold reaches Melbourpe, and there
is veturn freight and insurance or exchange
about 1d. an ounce. So that really the
charges which the Banks have o pay.
per ounce, on the gold sent through them
amount to about 1s. 6d., and that leaves a
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balance of 1a. on the price the hon. member | out that the workshops are not to he removed

quoted. T suppose the hon. member would not
expect & Bank to keep up ita eatablishment
and various branches, with their staff of officers
and clerks, begides keeping the hon. member’s
account for him, and paying money out when
he wants it,—T suppose the hon, member does
not expect the Banke to do all this for nothing.
T am not & banker myself,

Mr. A. ForresT: A Bank director.

Me. LOTON: It seemed to me the hon. ment.
ber was making a slight onslaught on fhe
Banks, Aga matter of fact, the Banks do not
charge 23. 6d. an ounce on the gold sent away
through them. The profit to them would
be about fd. an cunce on any gold sent by
them from Perth. Bonks are perhups neces-
sary evils, and we must make the hest of them.
So much for the Mint. I notice that the hon.
memher for Weat Kimberley, who generally
supports the Government poliey, does not
geem anxious to support thew in the proposed
removal of the railway worlkshops from
Fremantle to another site. I would simply
put this to the House, and even to the
Fremantle members, and {0 the Fremantle
people themselves, through their members
and the Press. It has Leen admitted that
these workshops must be removed from their
present aite ; that they cannot remain where
they are ; that there is not sufficient room for
them,—in fact, they never ought to have been
erected there. There is more damage cauwsed
to locomotives and the rnilway plant lying
near the sea than persons are generally aware
of, and there is more loss in other ways than
some hon. membera may suppose. Looking at
the other works going on at Fremansle, for
the improvement of the Port, I um surprised
at the action of the Fremautle people and the
action of their members in this matter of the
removal of these workshops—inerely because
a paltry establishment is being removed and
causing the removal possibly of an cxpendibure
of £15,000 or £20,000 a year from that town
to o place 10 or 20 miles away, as the case may
be. It is not in the interest of Fremantle
that the necessity for the removal of these
workahopa has arisen ; it is in the interest ol
the railway service of the colony. I ask those
people who any the workshops are not to go to
the Midland Junction to tell us where the site
is, near Fremantle, where they wonld place
these workshops.

Mag. Conrvor: Rocky Bajy.

Mg, LOTON: Oh! Rocky Bay. [ would point

to Guildford, hut to a place two niles away;
and, althongh representing the Swan district,
[ ¢an advoeate a public work in another
part of the colony with as much effort as I
could a work in my own district. [ say there
is nn excellent site at the Midland Junction
for these workshops—a level piece of land
close alongside the Government railway, and
in a very suitahle position, to which all the
“lame ducks ” that have to be brought down
from Coolgardic and elsewhere up the linecan
be conveniently taken for]repair, instead of
having to be taken o further distance to Fre-
mantle and then lronght back, As to the
alleged cnormous cost for the transport of
material to a point removed 23 miles inland,
T submit thnt when the materinl is once
larded nt Fremantle, it hos to Dbe put
on trucks. ‘i'herc is the handling. the
further eost of cooveyrnce 10 or 20
miles (as the case may be) is not of very great
importance, hacause, after 1°], the material,
whother in its raw state or mede up, has still
to be transported further inland, and if taken
to the Midland Junction, it will not have to
travel so far afterwards, As to the hauling of
coal to the Midland Junction being an extracost,
we know that the Collie coalficld has sprung
up recently,and J hope the Collie conl will not
only be of sufficient quantity and quality, but
that we shall be able to use that conl at or
near the cost of the fported article. IE the
coal frow the ficld has to Le used on our rail-
wuys eastwnrd of Fremantle, will it cost any
more to take it 10 miles inland from Perth
than 12 miles to Fremanlle? This is
& mere myth. ‘I'he question really ia
—which is the best and most convenient site
for these workshops to Le pinced at? I am not
wedded to the Midland Junction site, but I do
not know of any better site at present ; and
that seems 10 me the site they will have to go
to.  Another thing is, we have a aplendid
water supply there, of first-class quality ; and
what supply have you at Rocky Bay ?

Mg, Connor: Plenty of water,

Mg, LOTON: Yes, any amount of salt
water. There is one point alluded to Ly the
hor. member for Albany (Mr. Leake) which
I must touch upon. Ido not agree with
him always, thongh on the sume gide of the
House; and I must say [ am not here to do
the utmost T can to " oust the Governwent.
Although T sit on the Oppositior benches, I
have never hud any desire to occupy any of
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those seats which members of the Govern-
ment occupy. My desire is that we shou'd
have good and honest Government-—the
hest we con get ; and although Lsit on the
Opposition side and occupy a front seat, it any
member—the hon. member for Albany, for
instance—in his modesty, iz particularly
anxious to occupy o woré prominent pesition
on these hanches there is o vacant chair in
front here.

Mr. Connor: He iz prominent enough
where he is.

Mg, LeagE: He might move to the other
side.

Mg, LOTON: T am prepared to support any
sound mensure which the Governmentpropoac;
and I am prepared to say (as I have smd be-
fore) that I do not think we have at present
arrived at a stage when the lines of party
politics are 2o clearly defined that we, on this
side of the House, cannot support Government
measures if they are sound measures. I think
it is well—and it has heen well hitherto—for
the people of this colony, those who arve here
and those who may cowe here, that snch is the
cnse. et uscriticise their scheme of policy
as closely ns you like,—I am prepared to do
that, when I see an absolute necessity for it.
But I am not prepared to get up simply for
the sake of criticising or opposing, or simply
for the purpose of attempting to “ oust the
Government.” I do mot know whether the
hon. member exactly meant that.

Mr. LEagE: T gave my reasons.

Me. LOVON : ‘Then perhaps the hon. mem-
ber wants to occupy a seat on the other side
himself.

Mz. LeAkE: No. Fnulty administration—
of the railways in particular.

Me. LOTON: Whatever Government we
have in office, we shall have faulty adminis-
tration ; and, when we sce sufficient fault to
justify us in doing so, we should endeavour to
turn them ont, KEven some of the strongest
supporters of the Government, who generally
suppurt them through thick and thin, may
have to go ageinst them at times.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH moved that the debate
be adjourned until Monday next, 1st July.

Question put and passed.

STANDARD TIME BILL.
BECOND READING.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest}, in
wmoving the second reading, said: Hon. 1nem-

bers are no doubt aware the Bastern colomies | place.
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have adopted what is called a Standnrd Time,
or what may perhaps more correctly be
called the hour zone aystem. [n South
Austrnlia, the mean time is found on
longitude 133, because it is just ¢ hours
from Greenwich; and that is the mean time
for the whole of South Australia. In regard
to Victoria, New South Wales, and Queenslnnd,
they have each ndopted the mean time of the
150th meridian of enst longitude. 'That is
exactly one howr's difference hetween the time
of South Australia nnd the time of those three
Eaatern Colonies. Tn Tasmania, which is
within the hour zonc¢ hetween 150 and 165 to
the eastward, and hetween 150 and 135 to the
westward, the intention is to adopt the mean
time of longitude 150, which is just 10 hours
from Greenwich. So that those colonies
will be in this faverable position, that
Tasmania, Victoria, New South Wales
and Queensland, will all have tha same
time, the time of longitude 150. Then, in re-
gard to ourselves, if we adopt the time of 120
longitude, that is, a line somewhat near
Coolgardie, we shall be adopting a pretty
centrul thme. There will be something like
7 degrces to the westward and some 9
degrees to the eastward of the 120th meridian,
and we will then know at once that South
Australia will be exactly one hour in advance
of our time, and the other colonies will
be two hours in advance of our time,
It will be very convenient for busi-
ness people, in telegraphing, to know at
once, without enlenlation, that Sonth Auastralin
is exactly one hour in advance of our time
For instance, if it is noon here, we shall know
it is one o'clock in South Ausbralia and two
o’clock in all other parts of Eastern Australia.
Soine people may think there will be opjection
{0 our having o time that is not the mean time
of the place, but, as o matter of fact, no one
will notice it in practice, and we do not have
the mean time of bhe place at present.
Geraldton adopts the same time, I expert, as
Perth; I do not know whether Coolgardie
does ; but at any vate we know there is a
considerable difference. The Coolgardie peo-
ple wiil have the mean time as nearly as
possible, and no alteration will be needed there
under the new system. The difference in
Perth will be something like 4 deg., and will
effect Perth to the extent of 16 minutes faster
than at present. We all know that the time
we use at present is not the solar time of the
There is the equation of time at
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different periods of the year, - nd it varice ns
much as a quarter of an hour, accordingly aa
the sun is over the weridinn at 12 o’clock,
I do not anticipate that apy dJdifficulty

will be found under the mnew method.
OQur time will be a little faster than
itis pow. We will be using Coolgardie tiwme,

practically, instead of the mean time of Perth.
I have said so much to show hon. members
that it will not be inconvenient to make the
change. It will be convenient to know exactly
that our time i just 8 hours in advance of
Greenwich, and that it is just onme hour
different as cowpared with South Auctralia,
and two hours different ns compared with the
other colonics. The new method of fixing the
mean time bas been adopted by all the other
colonies except Tasmanin, and the Government
of that coleny propose to adopt it this
session. The new plan will be convenient,
and he no disndvaptage to any one; and I
think we cannot do wrong in following the
example of the other colonies of Australia.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

EXPORT NUTIES REPEAL BILL.

ERCOND READING.
Tae PREMIER (Hon. Bir J. Forrest), in
moving thesecond reading, said : The only ex-
portduties existing ab present are two : the one
on pearl shell, and the other on sandalwood.
Of course I think we are all opposed, in prin-
ciple, to export duties, unless we cannot do
withoutthem. Inregard tothepearlshellindus-
try, it is not flourishing, as it used to do, and
those cngaged in it bave preat expense to
bear, while I am sorry to say their industry is
not so flourishing as we would like to see it.
* he least we can do, in these circumstances, is
to remove thizs burden. There is no reason
why woe should charge a duty on pearl shell,
any more than that we shorld charge a duty
on gold. Both are exhaustible preducts. In
regard to sandalwood, I do not kmow how
the export duty ever ecameto beput on. Tim-
ber cutting has to be licensed, hut there is
this difference, that if aman cuts down jarrah
he may cut hundreds of trees in & short time,
for they are close round him, and the license
fee is small; but if he goes out to cut sandal-
wood, be will have to Jook about the bush for
it and travel some distance in a day, aod he
has to pay = license fee of 2s. 6d.
Mgr. R. ¥, SHOLL: T am sure thie Bill wili
pass. ‘There will be no objection to the repenl
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Ezport Duties Bill,

of these duties. Unfortunately the price has
fallen g0 much now, in hoth pearl shell and
sandalwood, that it hardly pays thoss engaged
in these industries to prosecute them ; and con-
sidering our large surplus revenue, I think
the time has come when export duties should
be taken off these commodities. In the old
days I have paid some hundreds of pounds for
export duties on pearl ghell ; but the industry
was carried on with little expense at that
time, and large profits were made. The
colony was then much in need of revenue, and
T believe if it hud not been for the pearl.
ing industry in the North, tbhe Southern
part of the coleny would have been
in very straitened circumstances. It cap
be borne out that the pearling industry
was prosperous at a time when the Southera
parts of the colony were anything buf prosper-
ous, and that industry was then of great as-
sistance to thecolony. That fact is now lost
sight of by sume membhers who speak abount
the Northern Districts.  The price of pearl
shell ie less now than it was at the time I aliude
to, and I think we may well vemove the export
duty now. 'The same applies to the sandal-
wood industry. Weare well aware that many
peoplo in the colony have large stocks of
sandalwood on hand, which does not fetch
& payable price ;and T dave say those firms
which have large stocks would be glad
to get rid of them for what they cost, and
perhaps for 25 per cent. loss than thecost. I
am glad the Government have bronght in a
separate Bill for repealing these duties, be-
enuse there is another Bill on the table, denl-
ing with duties, iv which these dutlies might
have been dealt with; but for that other Bill
I think the Government will not receive the
same congratulation.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
The Bill passed throngh committee without
comment.
Bill reperted, without amendment.
Report adopted.

ADJOURNMEN'F.
The Honse adjourned at 637 o’clock p.m.



